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2022 South Dakota Legislative 
Session Final Report on 

Construction Related Legislation

AGC Lobbyist, Deb Mortenson was present full-time in Pierre during the 2022 Legislative Session. 
Mortenson read and reviewed each of the 551 bills introduced and sent an analysis of any bills of 
interest to the AGC Government Affairs Committee.  The committee read the bills of interest, asked 
questions and provided input on the stance AGC should take on each bill.  Each Tuesday through-
out session, the Government Affairs Committee further discussed the bills of interest during a week-
ly legislative Zoom call.  With this team in action, AGC’s interests were well represented during the 
2022 Legislative Session!

The 2022 AGC Bills of Interest are presented by category:

Senate Bill 53/House Bill 1033 - The product of a workforce housing summer study, this bill was first 
introduced as SB 53 by Governor Noem. It was quickly rewritten by the Senate to allow for $100 million 
in grants to be administered by GOED and $100 million in loans to be administered by the SD Housing 
Development Authority. This bill passed the Senate, but failed several times in the House. The bill was 
rewritten as HB 1033 to address the House’s concerns. It passed the Senate and the House and will 
provide $200 million in federal and state money for infrastructure development of workforce housing to 
be administered as grants and loans from the SD Housing Development Authority. AGC supported this 
bill. The bill was signed by the Governor Noem and becomes law June 27, 2022.

Senate Bill 50 - Provides $60 million in ARPA funding for state agency water, wastewater, and storm 
water projects.  AGC supported this bill. The bill was effective upon the signature of Governor Noem on 
March 22, 2022. 

Senate Bill 62 - Allocated $600 million in ARPA funding in grants for eligible water, wastewater, storm 
water and nonpoint source projects statewide. AGC supported this bill. The bill was effective with Gov-
ernor Noem’s signature on March 22, 2022.

House Bill 1306 - Originally asked for $53.7 million for local culverts and small structures for a three-
year period. Legislators agreed on $25 million for three years.  AGC supported this bill. The bill was 
effective upon the signature of Governor Noem on March 22, 2022.

House Bill 1053 - Sought authority for counties to issue bonds and pay them off with gross tax receipts.  
Among uses for bond revenue was local road and bridge construction, in addition to renovating and 
constructing county buildings. Road and bridge funding was stripped out in committee. AGC supported 
this bill. The bill advanced to the Senate floor where it was killed.

House Bill 1093 - Asked to increase the electric vehicle licensing fee from $50 to $250. Legislators 
passed the $50 fee in 2021 and wanted more time to study e-vehicle trends before making any changes. 
AGC supported the bill. The bill was defeated in House Commerce.
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Gas Tax Holiday has been discussed a lot in Congress.  But on Veto Day, a group of ultraconser-
vative legislators attempted to suspend the rules and introduce a gas tax holiday bill for consider-
ation by the House.  The proposal only received 36 YEA votes, far short of the 47 for consideration.  
AGC opposed the proposal.  

House Bill 1041 - Required that all settlement agreements with the state be sent to the Legislature’s executive 
board. The bill’s sponsor was trying to set standards to get around the non-disparagement contract involved 
in the recent appraiser licensing issue. But as originally written, every state contract would be reviewed by the 
board.  AGC opposed that language. The bill was re-worded to speak only to non-disparagement contracts, so 
AGC did not oppose the bill after the change. The amended bill was signed into law.

House Bill 1174 - Built on AGC’s work to slow down copper wire thefts by adding teeth to salvage laws, to slow 
down catalytic converter theft. AGC supported the bill and it has been signed into law by Governor Noem.

Senate Bill 74 - States that a commercial motor vehicle can’t be driven while the operation employing the driver 
is subject to an out of service order. It also ensures that any penalties or fines for out of service violations land on 
the fleet owner, and not the driver. AGC supported the bill. It was signed by Governor Noem.

Senate Bill 70 - Asked to change the notification window for first notice of a work-related injury from three days 
to thirty days. AGC opposed the bill as the current notification time frame is working well for employers and em-
ployees. Extending the notification period may lead to fraudulent claims and increased workers’ compensation 
costs for employers. The bill was defeated in committee.

House Bill 1258 - Wanted to give employees more rights than employers in COVID-19 mandate discussions and 
would have allowed them to sue employers. AGC opposed the bill and it died in committee.

House Bill 1008 - Would have allowed employees to bring a lawsuit against an employer if they claimed illness 
after receiving an employer-required vaccine. AGC opposed this bill as it would be difficult to determine if an 
illness is related to a vaccination. Additionally, passage of this bill would allow government into private business 
decisions. The bill was defeated in committee.

House Bill 1224 - Wanted to extend unemployment insurance benefits to individuals who are unemployed be-
cause of their refusal to obtain a COVID-19 vaccination. AGC opposed this bill as it would have been impossible 
for employers to administer and could have increased unemployment insurance premiums. The bill was defeated 
in committee.

Senate Bill 5 - Further defined employer protections in Initiated Measure 26, the medical marijuana ballot mea-
sure passed in 2020. SB 5 allows employers to designate any job as a “safety-sensitive job,” if being under the 
influence of marijuana while performing the job could reasonably cause illness, injury, death or serious proper-
ty damage. The bill also states that employers are not “prohibited from establishing and enforcing a drug free 
workplace policy that may include a drug testing program . . .”  AGC supported the bill. It was signed by Governor 
Noem and becomes law July 1, 2022.

Senate Bill 17 - Prevented employees from seeking reimbursement of medical marijuana costs from an em-
ployer’s insurance providers, including workers’ compensation and commercial insurance. The bill will provide a 
way for businesses to keep insurance costs in check. AGC supported the bill. It was signed into law by Governor 
Noem and becomes law effective July 1, 2022.

     BUSINESS BOTTOM LINE: 

     MEDICAL MARIJUANA:

AGC is THE VOICE of the Construction Industry!

        AGC GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS IS YEAR ROUND 

2022 LEGISLATIVE REPORT
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       TECHNICAL COLLEGES:

House Bill 1340 - Is the state government’s general budget bill. Technical colleges agreed to freeze 
tuition for the next year if the governor’s six percent salary hike was provided to the tech college 
employees. That salary increase is part of the state government’s budget bill. This bill was signed 
by Governor Noem and becomes law July 1, 2022.

AGC hosted and served lunch to all of South Dakota’s 
Legislators on Friday, January 21 in the Capitol           
Rotunda.  Over 120 lunches were served and it was a 
great way to get face-to-face with our elected leaders 
to discuss issues and concerns facing the construction 
industry. All members are invited to participate in this 
annual event!

Although the 2022 session adjourned on March 28, that does not mean that AGC’s Government Affairs efforts 
stop. AGC spends the off-season networking with legislators, administration officials and other groups to keep 
the need for highway funding at the top of their minds. AGC also monitors any summer studies selected by 
the Legislature’s Executive Board. When those topics are chosen in the next few weeks, we will share details 
of any interest to contractors. If you or someone from your company is interested in being a part of AGC’s 
Government Affairs committee, please email info@sdagc.org.

CONPAC Plans 2022 Actions
The Contractors Political Action Committee (CONPAC) is one of the more active PACs in 
South Dakota.  Each election cycle, CONPAC provides campaign contributions to legislative 
and statewide candidates who support the construction industry. CONPAC will again be active 
in the 2022 election cycle.  Are you interested in shaping the legislature to be business and 
construction industry friendly? Then you need to join CONPAC.  Just email info@sdagc.org.

AGC of America Political Action Committee
AGC PAC is the non-partisan, federal political action committee of the Associated General 
Contractors of America. Its mission is to build a better Congress for AGC members. AGC 
PAC works to accomplish this through electing candidates for federal office who support 
the national legislative priorities of AGC. Through its efforts, AGC PAC encourages the 
political engagement of all AGC contractors to help shape a construction-friendly, federal 
legislative and regulatory environment.  Your contribution to the AGC PAC will ensure our 
message to Congress to Make Transportation Job #1 and invest in our communities, our 

people and our transportation infrastructure. For information on contributing to AGC PAC, log onto www.agc.org/
PAC or e-mail David Ashinoff at ashinoff@agc.org or call  202-547-3350.

       2022 LEGISLATIVE LUNCH:
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JULY 18Summer Social @  Great Shots - Sioux Falls

East River Golf Tourney @ Willow Run - Sioux Falls

West River Golf Tourney @ Red Rock - Rapid City

JULY 19
Summer Social @ Murphy’s - Rapid City

AUG 12
AUG 11

AGC Fishing Tourney - Pierre AreaJUNE 9/10

AGC’s 

UPCOMING
SUMMER 2022EVENTS

More details 
including registration

information will be 
available soon at:

WWW.SDAGC.ORG

SAVE 

THE 

DATES!


